Recognizing a National Day of Remembrance to I ncrease Public
Awar eness of Events Surrounding I nternments of Japanese Americans
During World War I

House of Representatives - February 26, 2003 (excer pts)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under the Speaker's announced policy of January 7, 2003,
the gentleman from Cdifornia (Mr. Honda) is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. HONDA. Before | get started, let me just compliment the gentleman from
Pennsylvaniafor his patience in being here this evening. | appreciate your presence, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to discuss House Resolution 56, aresolution | introduced
earlier thismonth. Thisis aresolution supporting the gods of the Japanese American
community and recognizing anationa day of remembrance to increase the public
awareness of the events surrounding the restriction, exclusion, and the internments of
individuas and families during World Wer I1.

Let us be clear about this. In 1942, more than 120,000 people were rounded up in this
country, primarily from the west coadt, and incarcerated. Families were torn gpart.
Hardworking people had to sdl their businesses for pennies on the dollar. Everything
these people worked so hard for evaporated overnight. | spent part of my childhood in a
camp in southeast Colorado, an internment camp caled Amache. House Resolution 56
aso recognizes that some in the German and the Italian communities experienced
deprivation during this period as well.

This resolution has been referred to the Committee on the Judiciary and has currently
over 60 cosponsors. This year marks the 61t anniversary of President Franklin D.
Roosevet's sgning of executive order 9066 on February 19, 1942; and it isthe 15th
anniversary of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 sgned by President Reagan.

The day of remembrance is asimportant now as it has ever been. We are again living in
perilous times. Our country is at war againg terrorism. We may soon be a war with Iraqg.
The history of World War 11 demongtrated that our Condtitution istested in times of
trauma, tension, and turmoil. In 1942, our political leadersfailed. Therefore, today we
must work to educate the public about the internment of Americanstoday in order to
prevent smilar injustices to be forced upon other Americans. Our civil liberties have not
been in as much risk since World War 11, and this time we as politicd |eaders cannot fail.

Many might be aware of the comments made by one of our colleagues earlier this
month on alive radio cdl-in show. Our colleague said that he agreed that President
Roosavelt's decision to Sign executive order 9066 was appropriate. He said, with the
information the President hed at the time, he made the best decison he could. He so
dtated that the incarceration of Japanese Americans was for their own safety. In addition,
gatements were further made that some Japanese Americans during World War 11 were
probably intent on doing us harm just as some Arab Americans are probably intent on
doing harm to ustoday. Such statements are inaccurate and Smply wrong. As my father
aways said to me when | was achild, if we were put in camps for our own protection,



then why were we the ones behind barbed wires and why were the machine guns pointed
inwards toward us?

[Time 20:30]

Furthermore, such statements from a government officid are disturbing and dangerous,
as they gppear to endorse a policy of racid and ethnic profiling that has long been
discredited. Saying that the internment of Japanese Americans was gppropriate is Smply
unacceptable and factudly inseparable.

One of the most concise rebuttals that | have read to the notion that Japanese Americans
were placed in camps because they either posed athreat to nationa security or for their
own safety comes from alaw professor, Eric Muller, of the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill in aletter dated February 7, 2003. And | would like to, Mr. Speaker,
submit this letter into the record at this point without reading its full content. However,
most importantly though, we must remember that the Commission on Wartime
Re ocation found that it was not amilitary necessty that the Japanese American
community be rounded up from the west coadt, but it was rather based upon race
prgudice, war hysteria, and afailure, and | will repeet, afailure of politica leadership.
Thiswas probably the largest single act of racid and ethnic profiling conducted by our
government in modern times.

True to the democratic process, however, our Nation has been able to look back and
admit errors from its past. | can think of no greater evidence to show why the United
States, with dl itsflaws, till islooked to worldwide as the Nation with the strongest and
fairest form of government. By admitting that the government did wrong in its trestment
of its citizens and legd residents who were diens during World War 11, Congress and the
Presdent reaffirmed our Nation's commitment to the principles founded in the
Congtitution. However, we must dways be vigilant in the protection of our civil liberties,
and in thistime of tension as we wage awar againg terrorism, we must again resffirm
our commitment to the principles in the Congtitution. While nationa security isdwaysa
paramount concern for those of us making the laws as well as executing and interpreting
the laws, we see that there are those in government who continue to pursue policies once
again that target our civil liberties.

| find it disturbing that none of my colleagues on the other Sde of the aide have come
out againg the satements of this gentleman from North Carolina. But now more than
ever, we mugt gtrive to balance our cherished civil liberties with the need to protect our
homeland. Finding this balance is the enduring lesson that the Day of Remembrance
resolution teaches and the lesson that cannot be lost on our Nation's policy makers and
our citizens.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. Case) who represents probably
agood portion of the population not only in the mainland, the U.S,, but dso in Hawaii.

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, | thank the gentleman from Cdiforniafor yielding, and | bid
him and my colleagues here in the House a very fond doha from my home State of
Hawaii.

As the gentleman has noted, my home State of Hawaii is a State that has a tremendous
representation of people of Asian descent. Pacific idanders and Asians make up more
than 50 percent of the composition of my State. So in areas of ethnic issues, we are
particularly sengtive for both our history and for our modern day; and my State is a State



that is very proud of many things, many things about it, from our fantagtic environment
which so many people have enjoyed, to our native Hawalian culture which has brought
redly to the world a spirit of aoha, aspirit of how to live together in harmony with both
nature and with each other.

But | think the one thing that we are the most proud of in Hawalii and certainly that | am
the mogt proud of in Hawaii, as somebody whose family goes back for four generations
there, is our multiethnic tradition. We are again easily the most diverse ethnic
compogtion of any State in the entire country. No ethnic group of the many that we have
in Hawaii has amgority. The highest ethnic group in Hawaii has only about 26, 27
percent; the second highest, 24, 25 percent. So we are very conscious of our relationships
with each other from an ethnic perspective, a State where over 50 percent now of all
marriages are multiethnic marriages, over 50 percent of dl births are multiethnic births,
including my own children who carry the blood of eight separate ethnic groupsin their
own veins and carry it without anybody giving any thought to it whatsoever; and where
Americans of Jgpanese ancedtry have long been avery sgnificant minority in our history.

Sofor dl of usin Hawaii, dl of us, whether we are of Japanese ancestry or Caucasian
ancestry or Portuguese ancestry or Chinese ancestry or Korean or some of the more
recent immigrant groups such as Marshdlese, Laotian, Vietnamese, Thal, when we read
of comments by one of my colleagues on the internment of Japanese Americans during
World War 1, the Chair of the Judiciary Subcommittee on Homeland Security, the very
subcommittee that is being caled upon to make judgments on behdf of dl of usin this
country on matters of interna security, how we treat our citizens during atime of war,
our reections range from puzzlement, frankly, in some casesto outrage. And, Mr.
Speaker, | must confess | do not really know mysdf what to make of those comments,
because those thoughts expressed are o foreign to my own thinking and to the thinking
of thosein my State.

And as | went back to my digtrict over the district work period and talked to my
congtituents, they brought up these comments. It was not redlly dways a matter of
outrage, dthough some were outraged. It was more amatter of puzzlement. What was it
that was occurring? What was it that this colleague was thinking? What exactly wasit?
Wasit just adip of the tongue? We dl make dips of the tongue, and we dl are willing to
forgive adip of the tongue. Wasit ignorance of the facts, or wasit areflection of more
deliberate thinking? And unfortunately we do not know which one it is because, to this
day, there has been no good explanation offered.

Persondly | am willing to accept, and | think most of the people in my State and
perhaps in the country are willing to accept, that it was ignorance; willing to accept, as
my State legidature right now isresolving, that what is needed here is not any kind of
accusations, not any kind of harsh words. What is really needed is education and
sengtization to the fact, and that while we need to get beyond this specific incident,
nonethdess it again tells us that we must remember that sometimes well-intentioned
people can act inexcusably, out of smple ignorance, and that by congtant remembrance
we can avoid repests.

So | want to remember today what happened in my own State during the time of the
Second World War, during the time when 100-some-odd thousand- plus Americans of
Japanese ancestry were rounded up and interned in internment camps on the U.S.
mainland. | want to remember what happened in Hawaii because that isa part of this



gtory that is not often told. What happened in a State where 37 percent of the population
on December 7, 1941, 37 percent were Americans of Japanese ancestry? What happened
in a State which was the very site of the attack that put usinto World War 11? Again 37
percent, and this was not just an isolated population on the mainland. There were a
number of Americans of Japanese ancestry mosily living in the smdler communities, not
aways but mostly. They were not quite as integrated into the society. In Hawali it wasa
full integration. We had lived there. They had lived there for over 100 years. For decades
they had been fully integrated into the society. In 1941 many were dready serving in our
U.S. Armed Forces. They had dready been drafted. They were aready serving in the
famous 100th battalion, which was formed out of draftees prior to World War 1,
including my own former boss right here in this Chamber, my political mentor, the

former U.S. Congressman and U.S. Senator from Hawali, Spark Matsunaga. They were
the vanguard of what became alegend in U.S. military history in the second world war
because the 100th battalion and later the 442nd regimental combat team, which later
merged, in which 3,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry from Hawaii volunteered, a unit
which went on throughout the Second World War to become the most decorated unit for
itsszein the entire history of the United States military; a number of medals of honor
including my colleague, the senior Senator from Hawaii, Danid K. Inouye; anumber of
Digtinguished Services Crosses, Siver Stars, Bronze Stars, French Croz de Guerres, 649
killed in action, 67 missing, 9,486 Purple Hearts.

These were people obvioudy that were dedicated to their country, and yet on December
8, 1941, 1,500 of them were rounded up, Japanese ancestry Americans living in Hawali
were rounded up and interned in Hawaii on Sand Idand and interrogated. Some were
released; but some, over hdf of them, were sent to the mainland and interned for the
duration of thewar. And not only did it affect them, it affected their families. In many
cases they went to the mainland to become interned. Why? They were American citizens.
Their families had lived in the United States in Hawaii. They were interned because they
were educators, because they were Buddhist priests, because they were business leaders.
If they were in positions of leadership in the Japanese community in Hawaii, they were
suspect just because of that. And there was more than one case in which a son would
serve his country in World War 11 on Anzio and other locations up and down Italy and
France while his own father was interned in an internment camp in the United States.
Imagine a son, imagine the dedication to a country of a son going into battle when his
own father was interned. Y es, it was not as serious as the mainland Americans of
Japanese ancestry.

And there were heroes in this story, and one of the heroes was the FBI agent in charge
in Hawaii during this period, a gentleman by the name of Robert Shivers. It isalittle
known fact that Robert Shivers arrived in Hawaii in 1939, probably, we would suspect,
with perhaps the same sentiments as others that had come from the mainland to a strange
place where Americans of Japanese ancestry were 38 percent of the population, at atime
when the United States knew it was going to war with Japan and al Americans of
Japanese ancestry redly were suspect in some peopl€e's eyes, and yet only 1,500 were
rounded up. Why was that? Because Agent Shivers spent 2 years trying to understand the
community, because he went out into the community. He said that after conferring with
people in Hawaii, citizens that had lived in this multiethnic society, he said this: It was
not until | conferred with you that | began to understand the complex racid conditionsin



Hawaii. Y ou gave me agroup of loya citizens of Japanese ancestry who proved
invaluable in helping me shgpe my course” And it isobviousto dl of usnow in
retrospect, after the action of this Congressin issuing an gpology and in the actionsto
evauate the work of our government during the Second World War in cases such as
Koramatsy, it is obvious that had Agent Shivers not been the person that he was, no doubt
Americans of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii would have met the same basic conditions as
occurred to their colleagues and their family members on the mainland.

So, Mr. Speaker, | give these words. | give these words because again | say that what
we can dl take out of the occurrence of the remarks by our colleagueisnot to drag him
over the cods. | think we are way beyond that. That is not what thisis about. Thisis
smply an opportunity again for us to remember, dl of usto remember, that good people
can sometimes have thoughts that are just not right, and it is Smply a matter of not
knowing.

So we can look to history in this case. We can look to the history of the Americans of
Japanese ancestry. They were not unique. The same thing happened to Americans of
German ancestry, Americans of Italian ancestry. And we can say to oursalves thet thereis
absolutely no reason in the whole world why the same thing could not happen again
under smilar circumstances to ethnic groups in our country other than those three.

So as we congder this resolution which | have been very proud to co-sponsor, aswe
consder the motivation behind the resolution, and I commend the gentleman from
Cdifornia(Mr. Honda) for introducing this resolution, let us consider again that thisisa
time amply for usto al pause, let ustake a deep breath, and let us just remember what
happened and think to oursalvesis there any reason whatsoever to assume that without
congtant vigilance, congtant caution, and congtant remembrance could it not happen
agan? That isthe lesson for usto carry outsde of this unfortunate occurrence, and that is
the lesson that my own home State of Hawaii can offer to our country and the rest of the
world.

| thank the gentleman for yidding.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Spesker, | thank the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. Case) for his
words and the experiences that he has shared with us because | think that at times the
lesson is sometimes missed, that Members from Hawaii who are of Japanese ancestry
volunteered for the service with the 101t battalion and joining forces with the 442 here
in the mainland.

[Time 20:45]

One of the things that they learned, the Japanese Americans from Hawalii, was that
when they became part of the 442 with the mainland Japanese Americans, they often
wondered why they were different from the Japanese Americans from Hawaii, because
they grew up on a pretty predominant and highly populated idand with alot of Japanese
Americans, whereas the Americans of Japanese descent on the mainland were alittle
different. Their attitude and view of life was different.

It was not until some of the Members from Hawaii vigted the camps, dong with ther
colleagues whose parents were incarcerated, that they truly understood the unfairness and
injustice of executive order 9066.

So we say we did not know, and so it is that House Resolution 56 is to educate and to
further educate our communities in this country and also other members of this globe.



Mr. Speeker, if | may ask the gentleman from Washington (Mr. Indeg) if he would
mind sharing some of his thoughts.

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given permission to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Spesker, | thank the gentleman for his leadership on thisissue,
bringing this to our Nation's attention with this resolution. The reason | have cometo join
the gentleman this evening to talk about this important nationa matter is | represent the
firg didrict in the State of Washington, in the Seettle area; and | live in a place called
Banbridge Idand, alittle idand directly across Puget Sound from Sesttle.

Back in the 1940s, pursuant to an order of the American President, the United States
Army marched 277 Americans of Japanese American descent down to the Taylor
Landing dock and a bayonet point essentialy sent them to camps for the duration of the
war.

These were our neighbors on Bainbridge Idand, good people, great people, some of
whom 4till live on Bainbridge Idand; and we think it is gppropriate and important for the
Nation to remember that injustice, that mistake, where an America did succumb to fear,
and this day of remembrance is one way to do that.

Thereason | think it isimportant for Americato do that is two-fold: first to honor those
individuas who went through this experience, but had their sons and daughters serving in
the military during World War [, and then returned, alot of them, to Bainbridge Idand to
become important parts and leaders of the community, and we want to honor their
commitment and contributions to our nationa and local communities.

But | dso think it is very important for usin the future for usto learn from this
experience, because we are undergoing some similar grains right now. We understand
what fear isagain like, like we experienced in the 1940s; and it is very important for usto
redize what can happen if you succumb to fear, what can happen to civil liberties, what
can happen to civil rights, what can happen to your basic freedoms. So learning from that
experience isimportant that we not replicate it and we not again give in to our sense of
fear that the Nation may hold.

| should dert the gentleman, as you know, we are doing some things on Bainbridge
Idand. We are sarting anationa park, anational memoria, we hope, in abill the
gentleman helped pass the last session of Congress that the President has now signed,
which will memoridize this event a the very ste where the very first Japanese
Americans were interned. These were the first Americans who were subjected to this, the
very fird detainees.

Some greet people on Bainbridge Idand, afdlow named Clarence Moriwaki isdoing
tremendous work, Frank Kinamoto, to memorialize this event and to teach Americans for
future generations about what can happen when we succumb to fear. So thisis one part of
telling this story, and | am happy to be able to.

| will tell you just one good story, if | can, about Bainbridge Idand, though. There was
alot of sorrow and sadness, and | have aways been so impressed with people who went
through this experience but came home willing to be good Americans and leedersin their
local community and got over, maybe did not get over, but surmounted the sense of
bitterness that certainly must have been there. | have just been so admiring of that sense
of courage and true commitment to America



But another little spirit that | saw, we dedicated a county park to a place where aradio
interception facility was on Bainbridge that actudly intercepted the December 7 radio
transmission to the Japanese ambassador in Washington D.C.

One of the fellows intercepting those messages on the day that my neighbors were
interned, he took a day of furlough and went down to one of his buddiesto get his
refrigerator and his pickup truck to make sure he protected them dl during the war for his
pa. He took aday's furlough to do it. That is part of the American

Spirit too.

| want to thank the gentleman for hisleadership to make sure that America knows this
story.

Mr. HONDA. | thank the gentleman from Washington, especidly for his leadership and
having sat asde Bainbridge Idand as an educationd activity and dso in memory and
commemordting the folks who were interned from that community.

Also | think it is gppropriate to mention that there have been many stories that come to
light when we tak about the day of remembrance, one of which isthe story of ayoung
man by the name of Ralph Laso from East L.A. whose friends were Japanese Americans,
and when they were being incarcerated he argued thisis not right; they are not enemies.
He himsdlf decided to join afamily and to be incarcerated himsdf dong with the family.

But there are many other stories that can be told if we move forward with the resolution
on the Day of Remembrance.

| would like to ask the gentlewoman from the gem of the Pacific, the greet territory of
the Idand of Guam (Ms. Borddlo), to share her thoughts.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Spesker, | thank the gentleman for his very, very wonderful
description of my idand home.

| am pleased to join my colleagues this evening in this most important didogue. | want
to thank our colleague, the gentleman from California (Mr. Honda), for his leadership on
these issues, and in particular for his sponsorship of House Resolution 56, which seeksto
increase our awareness and further public understanding of the internment of American
citizens during World War 11.

The internment of the Japanese Americans, German Americans, and Italian Americans
was agrave injustice and aviolation of their civil rights. There are lessons to be learned
from this experience, and these lessons cannot be learned without discussing and
understanding the circumstances surrounding the enactment of executive order 9066.

We must be cognizant of the fragile nature of our civil rights, which have been won on
the battlefield and in the hdls of Congress. We must dways be mindful of the thrests to
our freedom and security, and likewise we must be mindful of how our own perceptions
of our fellow Americans and our own prejudices affect our very freedom.

These are not academic issues in ahistory book. These are experiences that must be
understood in the context of the current debate on homeland security. It is now more
important than ever because of the many issues that have arisen concerning security in
the aftermath of September 11.

Aswe reflect on these events of World War 11, we are gppalled a our actions toward
felow citizens. We must be mindful that our actions today will be subjected to the same
hindsight. Aswe wage the war on terrorism and face the possibility of war with Iraqg, the
need for awareness and education is especidly important. We must ensure that we have
an understanding of who among usiis the threst, not based on race, color or rdligion, but



based on facts that will withstand the scrutiny of history. Aswe fight for our freedom and
Security, let us not cast asde our own humanity.

Mr. Spesker, as difficult asit is, we must come to terms with our national mistakes, just
as we celebrate our nationd achievements. We must acknowledge our misgivingsin the
past if we are to strengthen our ability to avoid mistakes in the future.

As President Ford said in 1976 when he formally rescinded executive order 9066,
learning from our mistakes is not pleasant, but we must do so if we want to avoid
repesting them.

Mr. Speaker, | thank the gentleman for this opportunity to be here tonight to support
this resolution.

Mr. HONDA. | thank the gentlewoman. The gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. Bordallo)
continues the great legacy of Guam, of socid justice and condtitutiond protection.

Mr. Spesker, if | may yield to a colleague of mine from Santa Clara County, avery
personable person, someone who aways does not mind speaking up when things need to
be addressed, along time friend and colleague, the gentlewoman from Santa Clara
County, Cdifornia(Ms. Lofgren).

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | thank the gentleman from Cdifornia (Mr. Honda) for
organizing this Specid Order.

Mr. Speaker, on February 19, 1942, then President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued
executive order 9066 authorizing the Secretary of War to define military areasin which
“theright of any person to enter, remain in or leave shdl be subject to whatever
restrictions are deemed necessary or desirable.”

By the spring of 1942, California, Oregon, Washington, and Arizona were designated
as military areas. In May of 1942, Santa Clara Valley Japanese Americans were ordered
to " close their affairs promptly and make their own arrangements for disposal of
personda and real property.”

Officid government fliers were posted around parts of Cdiforniaingructing familiesto
report to the ared's assembly center, the Santa Anita Racetrack, with just the bare
necessities, leaving behind their homes, their lives and most personal belongings.

Because permanent camps were yet to be built, the Santa Anita Racetrack was home to
Santa Clara Vdley'sinternees for at least 3 months. Santa Clara Valey Japanese
Americans were forced to live in horse stables until a permanent camp was built for them.

In America, 110,000 Japanese Americans and others, not aiens, people of German and
Italian descent who were Americans, were evacuated from their homes and incarcerated
throughout the duration of the war. Three thousand of those interned were Japanese
Americans from Santa Clara Vdley.

By thefal of 1942, most Santa Anitainternees were transported to a camp far away
from home, the Heart Mountain Internment Camp in northern WWyoming. Most remained
there until the end of the war, 3 long years later.

The horror for Santa Clara County Japanese Americans did not end there. Upon release,
approximately 7,000 people moved back to Santa Clara County. Most had no shelter,
food, money, much less ajob. Some returned to find their homes looted and destroyed.
The San Jose Buddhist Church offered what it could, shelter and hot meals for most
families. In Santa Clara County, the family of Bob Peckham, later to become Federd
Digtrict Court Judge Bob Peckham, took title to the property of some Japanese American



neighbors and was able to preserve that property and return it at the end of the internment
S0 some people in our areadid not lose their homes and businesses.

All of this happened before | was born, but | remember very well learning about it even
before it was added to the history books. My mother was a young woman in 1942. My
dad wasin the Army, and she was building arplanes at the Douglas arcreft factory for
the war effort.

She told me when | was young about driving past the race track and how ashamed and
guilty she fdt. There were people locked up at the race track living in horse stables who
she knew had done nothing wrong. People who had been her neighbors had been rounded
up suddenly and taken away.

My mother told me how helpless she fdt. She knew what her government was doing
was wrong, but she did not know how to change it. She felt powerless, but she dso felt
guilty and ashamed because of what the United States Government had done. Shewas a
life-long Democrat and cast her first Presidentia vote for FDR, but she never agreed
about what he did to her neighbors.

There was no gpology, no financid support, no help from the Federd Government until
many years later. On February 19, 1976, President Geradd Ford formally rescinded
executive order 9066.

[Time 21:00]

And in 1980 Congress funded the adopted legidation, establishing the Commission on
Wartime Relocation and Internment. August 10, 1988, the Civil Liberties Act was signed
into law, authorizing payments of $20,000 to each person that suffered from internment
and established the Office of Redressto identify, locate, and pay these individuas. Mogt
importantly, an gpology wasfindly given.

By then, my neighbors and my parents neighbors who had been unjustly incarcerated,
our friend, Ed, Immy, dad's neighbors, Ted, Raiko, Sam, and many others, received a
long last an gpology. Some lived long enough to receive the compensation provided for
in the law.

These efforts were celebrated in the community of Japanese Americans. But they were
also celebrated in the broader community, because Americans who were not incarcerated,
like my mather, fdt the shame and the guilt. And while an gpology could not undo the
injustice and the compensation did not fully cover the loss, it helped that our country
admitted the mistake and tried to make amends.

| am proud to say that on February 5 of this year, my colleague from Santa Clara
County (Mr. Honda) introduced H. Res. 56, a resolution supporting the gods of the
Japanese, German, and Italian American communitiesin recognizing anaiona day of
remembrance and to increase public awvareness of the events surrounding the restriction,
excluson, and internment of individuals and families during World War 11. This
resolution has been referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary on which | serve
and currently has over 60 cosponsors.

Today, | support the resolution of the gentleman from California (Mr. Honda) to
recognize February 19 as a Day of Remembrance. It isthe least we can do, spend one day
per year reflecting on the horrors of internment, remember those who suffered, and work
to find ways never to repest that page in history. | would urge the chairman of the
Committee on the Judiciary, my colleague, the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.



Sensenbrenner), to quickly schedule action for this important resolution so that the
country can, once again, engage in hedling, and | honor my colleague, the gentleman
from Cdifornia (Mr. Honda) for his effortsin helping al Americansto hed.

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | thank the gentlewoman from Santa Clara County for
especidly sharing the experience of her interactions with her mom and the way her mom
felt when the Japanese were taken away, and then the sense that this country can make
amends for the wrongs that have occurred. The signing and the fina recognition of
wrongdoing by this government through the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, sgned by
President Reagan when he said, upon signing he said, " Thisisagreat day for America.”
And when President Ford rescinded 9066, he indicated, as the gentlewoman from Santa
Clarasaid, that it was an ordinance that should have never been there.

Thewhole point of the Day of Remembrance resolution is about learning, is about
being persistent about the lessons that we have learned from the Japanese American
experience that is redly an American lesson on the Congtitution and is o alesson of
the American character, where, upon reconciliation, thereis ahedling. Thereisahedling
among not only those who were incarcerated, but also healing among those who were
affected but maybe not necessarily incarcerated. So victims are both those who were
directly victimized and those who were indirectly victimized by a bad action of our
governmerntt.

Also, the further learning, when we talk about the Day of Remembrance, isthat other
communities get to reflect upon their own experience a that time and project into the
future whether this kind of thing should happen again.

For example, afew years ago when we did thisin the State of Cdifornia, there was dso
amovement and discussion among the Itaian communities and there was a reawakening
of the experiences that they experienced in World War 11 when Executive Order 9066
was applied, was applied to Itaian Americans and German Americans. And upon
reflection, they found out that they too were subjected to embarrassment, to ridicule. One
of the stories that came out, because of the order by Generd DeWitt that no persons who
arediensin the United States may live west of highway 1, which isdong the coad,
forced families to separate themsdves, Itdian American families who were engaged in
the fishing industry whose parents and grandparents had to live in tents across the road
while the children lived in the homes. It was things like this they started to remember and
darted to chronicle among themsalves and to teach their children that these kinds of
actions by government is not acceptable. Upon the receipt of the gpology, we found that
there was hedling and there was teaching going on among, not only among themselves,
but among the greater population of this country.

Asateacher, | want to reemphasize the necessity for this resolution, that it continues to
teach us the old maxim that those of us who do not learn from the mistakes of our past
are doomed to repest them.

So intoday's current light, | just want to personaly reemphasize that nationd security
ismy highest priority, isour highest priority, and | support efforts to fight our war againgt
terrorism. But we aso understand that in doing so, we must not have a falure among our
politica leadership, we must not fal back on more hysteria, we must not fall back to
racid prejudice and discrimination and profiling.

So today, it is critically important, more than ever, to spesk up againgt possible unjust
policies that may come before this body, and we must dso be ableto speak to it. And it is



even more important than ever to educate Americans of the Japanese American
experience during World Wear 11, aswell as the experience of other groups like the
Japanese Latin Americans who were extricated from Latin America, brought over here,
had their documents taken away from them, and becoming individuas without a country
to be used as pawns in exchange for POWSs. And then the German and Itdlian Americans
who were aso victimized.

In order to learn the important lessons from our own history, | did introduce H.R. 56,
the Day of Remembrance resolution here in this body. Teaching the lessons of those dark
daysis more important today than it ever was ... we must continue to learn from our
higtory.

Thereisamaturity in this country that | am very proud of. That maturity sayswe can
learn from our mistakes of the past and we can aso teach others of our lessons that we
have learned from our past. We have learned that the Executive Order 9066 was not
signed out of military necessity, was not Sgned out of nationa security, was not signed
out of persond safety and security of the Japanese American, but the Commission on
Wartime Internment and Relocation of Civilians said, and they concluded, thet it was a
result of racid prgjudice, war hysteria, and the failure of politica leadership.

Today, as we heard from our colleaguestoday, Mr. Speaker, that this leadership mugt
not fail again.

and to that end, we must continuoudly teach ourselves and reteach ourselves and
remember the lessons of the past so that we do not repeat them again. It isacountry like
the United States, it is a country like this country that my father, although he was interned
with the rest of hisfamily, and dthough he even volunteered for the military intelligence
service to teach language to the navad intelligence officers, that he held this sense of
loydlty to this country, even though the families were incarcerated. And he taught us that
in pite of these experiences, that we, his children, must be a good reflection of his
loydty and that we, as we grow up, must become more American than anybody else that
we could run into, and that we must be 110 percent American. Part of that Americanism
isto never, ever make the same mistakes again.

We learned from that experience in 1942, and we learned from the experience of 9/11,
that this Condtitution of this country is never tested in times of tranquility, that our
Condtitution is dways tested in times of trauma, tragedy, terrorism, and tension, and that
the very principles of our Congtitution need to be, continuoudy need to be taught until it
isingrained in our own character, so that every decision we make as a citizen, as adults,
as children, as students and as policymakers, that we will ways be true to the principles
of our Condtitution. For it isfor those reasons why people around this world fight to
come to this country and be part of this country, struggle to be a part of this democracy,
because they know that the protection of this Condtitution is the American dream. The
protection of our Congtitution is that which our forefathers and our veterans have shed
their blood and sacrificed their limbs and lives so that our Congtitution may live and
redlly be reflected in every action that we have, not only in this body, but by every action
of every citizen of this country.

So, Mr. Spesker, | thank my colleagues for this opportunity to bring Resolution 56, the
Day of Remembrance, before this body.

END



